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VETERINARY EXAMINATION IN SCOTLAND. 


A note which we published last week shows that 
no fewer than 441 Clydesdale stallions which had 
the Scottish Board of Agriculture veterinary 
examination were serving mares in Scotland last 
ear. This, with such additional signs as the un- 
interrupted continuance of veterinary inspection by 
the Clydesdale Society, shows that the veterinary 
examination of stallions in Scotland is now a 
definitely established practice. Hotly opposed as 
it was in some quarters at first, a few years’ trial 
a to have convinced Scottish breeders of its 
ie: and its discontinuance is now most unlikely. 
It is a remarkable revolution to have been effected 
in so comparatively short a period, and one which 
will be of incalculable benefit to Scottish horse- 
breeding. 
Post-Mortems tn Army PRACTICE. 


Some years ago an army veterinary surgeon, 
speaking at a meeting of civil practitioners, and 
comparing the respective professional advantages 
and disadvantages attending their work and his 
own, summarised them roughly as follows. ‘“ We 
have more control over our patients than you have, 
but we do not get so many opportunities for post- 
mortem examination as you do.” The latter state- 
ment indicates a serious drawback to army veter- 
inary work in peace, but it does not apply in war 
times. 

Under ordinary conditions during peace, it is 
true that most army veterinary surgeons see com- 
paratively few post-mortem examinations. There 
is not usually much sickness among the horses of 
a well-ordered regiment; and few horses are de- 
stroyed while in the army. The result is that 
army t-mortem opportunities generally fall 
short of those often enjoyed in civil practice. Ob- 
viously, a great war alters all this. 

In war, in the home and base depots and in the 
field alike, there is more serious illness among 
horses than is usually seen in civil life, opportuni- 
ties for post-mortem examinations are frequent, 
and very often, though not always, time can be 
found to utilise them. In this, as in other depart- 
ment of equine practice, our colleagues in the army 
are now enjoying the chance of a lifetime. 

How many of them are utilising it rightly? Very 
many veterinary surgeons now serving in the army 
are general practitioners; and we all know that 
very many general practitioners have never yet 
made full use of their unrivalled post-mortem 
facilities. The present is a time for these to estab- 
lish the rule of “a post-mortem whenever practic- 
able,” which they may take back into civil life. 





CASE OF “TWIST” WITH UNUSUAL 
SYMPTOMS. 


Subject. My own charger, which ! have ridden 
daily since the beginning of the war. 

History. I rode this mare about fifteen miles to 
visit an outlying unit, returning to my billet about 
4.30 p.m. The first half-hour of the journey in- 
cluded a gallop of about a mile, the rest of the ride 
was done at an ordinary pace. Nothing unusual 
was noticed about the mare during this ride, and 
on returning she was handed over to my groom, 
apparently quite all right. 

Symptoms. My attention was drawn to her after 
she had been in the stable about five minutes. She 
was then crouching as if preferring to lie down, and 
was slightly tympanitic. I had her led out into a 
grass field and walked round. She did not appear 
to be in much pain, but rapidly became very tym- 

anitic, and this rendered breathing difficult. Pulse 

ard and fast; temperature 101°F. She then laid 
down, but did not attempt to roll, and remained in 
this position about ten minutes. 

I made rapid preparations to use a trocar and 
cannula, but by the time these were ready the tym- 
pany seemed to be decreasing, so they were not 
used. During the next half hour there seemed no 
improvement; the pulse became much weaker, and 
later, could hardly be felt at all. 

The mucous membranes now became very in- 
jected. There was no sweating or rolling, the mare 
either stood still, or, if she laid down, remained 
quite quiet, never attempting to roll. 

Occasionally she gulped, as if letting up air from 
the stomach, but there was no attempt to vomit. 
These symptoms continued until about 10 p.m., 
when she dropped down dead—about five hours 
from the time the first symptoms were noticed. 

Diagnosis. No definite diagnosis was arrived at. 
Twist or intussusception thought to be more prob- 
able than anything else. 

Treatment. Usual treatment for colic. Arecoline 
and strychnine were also used, without effect on 
bowel or pulse. 

Prognosis. Unfavourable—from the start a fatal 
termination was expected. 

Post-mortem. This, made the following day, re- 
vealed a twist in about the middle portion of the 
small gut. Except at the actual twist there was 
—_ little inflammation. 

here was also a rupture in the mesentery through 
which the twist had passed. 

I think this case worth recording because the 
symptoms were unusual—chiefly, the entire absence 
of any symptom of pain, extreme general tympany, 
and continual regurgitation. 
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When did the twist occur? Is it posgible that it 
may have happened during the first three miles, 
when I galloped the mare, and that she completed 
the journey without showing any symptom ? 

A V.O. 1n FRANCE. 








SULPHUR POISONING. 


I was asked to see some horses that were thought 
to have been poisoned. The following is a brief 
account. 

Eleven animals were found to be suffering 
from abdominal pain; two had already died pre- 
vious to my arrival. All these animals were in one 
stable, and were “eens from mange; most of 
them appeared to have suffered more from injudi- 
cious eaten of various remedies applied to 
skin; they were all generally in poor condition. 
The pain did not appear to be very acute, there was 
a peddling of the hind legs, constant looking round 
to both flanks, animals would lie down quietly for 
a short time. The temperature of all animals was 
taken but showed no uniformity: several were 
104°, others 101°, 102°. Blanched mucous mem. 
branes. One animal died whilst I was in attend- 
ance; this animal lay down, became comatose, and 
died without struggling. They had all been dressed 
the day previous with gas fluid, which gave a most 
obnoxious smell to the whole stable, and which 
at first I was rather inclined to suggest was the 
cause of the trouble. The only other drug that had 
been used was said to be a handful to each animal 
of salts and sulphur. Several of the animals the 
next day had a very offensive diarrhea, which 
smelt strongly of sulphuretted hydrogen. 

Two more animals died the same day, and the 
post-mortem observations were as follows. There 
was a strong smell of sulphuretted hydrogen from 
the carcase ; the bowels appeared blanched extern- 
ally. A severe gastro-enteritis, the cecum particu- 
larly being affected, mucous membrane was denuded 
in parts; contents of large intestine liquid; heart 
and lungs showing ecchymoses. One xamination of 
contents of cecum a large amount of what appeared 
to be sulphur was found, and a small amount of 
contents of cecum placed in a bottle and allowed 
to stand showed a sediment of sulphur; a piece of 
paper soaked in lead acetate turned grey when 
placed on outside of bowel. 

Two stomachs were sent to Prof. Lander at the 
Royal Veterinary College, who estimated the amount 
= sulphur in one stomach at 8 oz., and in the other 

Oz. 

Treatment. Animals were all rugged up and 
bandaged ; friction to skin. Stimulants—whiskey, 
liq. strych., linseed gruel. None of the animals 
refused food until shortly before death. Most of 
these animals had a temperature of 104 to 105 
shortly before death, the temperature soon became 
normal after the disappearance of the pain. Alto- 
gether 13 animals were aftected, 7 of which died. 

On further inquiry it was discovered that about 
7 lb. of sulphur was missing from a bag; this had 


evidently been given indiscriminately by a stable- 
man on the previous day in hopes of curing the 





mange; it was given at midday, and the animals 
were found with colic early the following morning. 












ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





Horsrk SERUM IN THE TREATMENT OF THE 
Wounps or War. 


R. Petit has published an article upon this sub- 
ject (Rivista Medica). It is known that the normal 
serum of the horse manifests a beneficial cicatrising 
action. The author has found horse serum exceed. 
ingly useful in dealing with grave complications 
(gangrenous processes, secondary hsmorrhages, 
and slowness of the processes of repair) of the 
wounds met with in the war. 

The author recommends the following procedure. 
A simple sterile compress is used, which, in those 
cases in which the tissue is very fine and loose in 
texture only, may be employed in two folds, but not 
more. The serum is poured under aseptic precau- 
tions into a sterilised plate, and the compress is 
wetted with it. The compress is then taken with 
sterilised forceps and placed upon the the wound 
so as to wholly cover it—that is, the compress 
should be in contact not only with the circumfer-. 
ence of the wound, but also with all its anfractu- 
osities. 

The author discusses the mode of action of horse 
serum. According to him, the use of the serum is 
a biological method of treating septic wounds, in- 
fluencing the natural defensive powers of the or- 
ganism, and strongly increasing them. The serum 
contains substances or ferments capable of destroy- 
ing infective microbic agents. In addition, when ap- 
plied upon infected regions, it increases leucocytosis 
and provokes a greater flow of polynucleated 
leucocytes. 

The serum used by the author is normal horse 
serum in the liquid condition. For use upon human 
beings, it is advisable to heat it to 56°C., and thus 
avoid the toxic actions which any heterogeneous 
serum may possess and which might cause ana- 
phylactic accidents. 

In addition to its enormous attractive power for 
polynucleated leucocytes, the serum exercises a 
potent hemostatic action upon the regions to 
which it is applied. It also constitutes an essenti- 
ally favourable medium for the life and reprodue- 
tion of the anatomical elements of the parts. When 
in contact with the serum, wounds granulate 
rapidly; they become red, and cell division is 
strongly encouraged. 

In order that the treatment should exercise its 
full efficiency, it is indispensable that all the re- 
cesses and the least anfractuosities of the wound 
should come into contact with it. The surgeon 
should do all that is necessary, in the way of 
incisions, etc., to attain this end.—(La Clinica 
Veterinaria). 
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RECURRENT URTICARIA IN A Horse. 


F. Miiller, of Lilianthal, has recorded the follow- 
ing case, which he observed one summer, at the 
beginning of August. 

The subject was a horse, suffering from a pro- 
nounced urticarial eruption. The back and flanks 
were covered with lumps ranging from the size 
of a millet seed to that of a hazel nut. On the 

where the skin was softer, such as the abdo- 
men, inside of the limbs, sheath, anus, ears, nose, 
eyes, and lips, some of the lumps attained the 
size of a man’s fist. The animal’s head was de- 
formed, being broader below than above, somewhat 
like that of a hippopotamus. A deep depression 
marked the wna where the halter passed round 
the front of the nose. 

Miiller gave the horse an aloes ball, and ordered 
repeated complete washings of the body with 
Burow's solution. On the third day the lumps 
had almost disappeared, and the head had resumed 
its normal aspect. Soon, however, the lumps re- 
appeared, although none now exceeded the size of 
a hazel nut. The disease now came and went, im- 
provements alternating with exacerbations. This 
state of things went on for about five weeks; and 
the horse could only be used for very little work. 

Miiller now changed the oats which the horse 
had been receiving before and during his ilJness. 
Newly bought and different oats were given; and a 
powder of 5 grammes (= about 75 grains) of calo- 
mel was given daily for four days. This brought 
about a final improvement, which was permanent. 

Miiller attributes both the origin of the urticaria 
and its recurrence to the oats that had been used. 
—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


W. R. C. 


The function of the Pituitary Body. 


At one of the Hunterian lectures delivered recently at 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England, Prof. W. 
Blair Bell dealt with experimental operations on the 
pituitary body in animals, basing his conclusions on his 
own extensive experimental work. The first extirpa- 
tion of the pituitary body was performed in 1886 by Sir 
Victor Horsley, and the matter was carried to a further 
stege by Paulesco and Harvey Cushing. 

e results reached by the two latter experimenters 
were briefly these —Removal of the whole of the pitu- 
itary body or of its anterior lobe causes death in a short 
time. Partial removal of the anterior lobe produces the 
condition known as dystrophia adiposo-genitalis. Re- 
moval of the posterior lobe gives rise to no symptoms. 
Prof. Blair Bell’s experience covered 27 operations on 
logs, of which only one died ag the result of the opera- 
tive interference, saptendiing, Sweasabty in this respect 
with preceding instances. With the technique adopted 
the operation only occupied about half an hour, and in 
every case the animal recovered sufficiently in two 
hours to drink milk and was able to eat meat on the 
following day. The control animals in which, with the 
same operative interference, the pituitary body was not 
removed, lived for many months. 

Prof. Blair Bell’s conclusions confirmed those of his 

rs with one very important exception. He 
also finds that complete removal of the whole body or 


of the anterior lobe is always fatal. The dog recovers 
from the operation, but remains in a state of somno- 
lence from which it can be roused for about 24 hours, 
when breathing gradually becomes slower and _ stops. 
Incomplete removal of the anterior lobe insufficient to 
give rise to fatal coma results in a condition of genital 
atrophy. The Graafian follicles die, the interstitial 
cells of the ovary disappear, the muscle of the uterus 
atrophies, and the glands drop out. Paulesco and 
Cushing described the same condition without illus- 
trating it. Prof. Blair Bell demonstrated on the screen 
comparative sections of uterus and ovary before and 
after the removal, the before specimens having been 
obtained from the same animal at a preliminary — 
tion. So far he was in agreement with others. Cush- 
ing, however, went on to state that partial removal of 
the anterior lobe gave rise to the condition of dys- 
trophia. Prof. Blair Bell had never seen this result 
from any removal of pituitary substance, but observed 
it as a constant sequel of ay separation of the 
pituitary body from the brain by crushing or section. 
One auimal increased 66 per cent. in weight in 50 days, 
and its uterus and ovary were found completely atro- 
_ while the thyroid vesicles were distended with 
colloid. 

Finally, removal of the posterior lobe produced no 
symptoms whatsoever. The health of the animal re- 
mained unimpaired, and the ovary and uterus were 
normal, and continued to develop in the young animal. 
A further series of experiments illustrated the effect of 
the pressure of a tumour on the pituitary body. The 
tumour in this case was a ball of wax imp ted with 
barium salt so as to be visible on the X-ray plate. 
Where this local pressure is successfully applied the 
animal wastes, becomes irritable, and develo lyco- 
suria without other evidence of pressure on the brain. 
Cushing recognised a definite type of cachexia, but Prof. 
Blair Bell found a condition typical in a of a dog 
suffering from a wasting disease. In the light of his 
own observations the lecturer had been led to regard 
the function of the pituitary body as that of the organ 
as a whole; the secretory material comes from the 
intermediary cells which are themselves derived from 
the anterior lobe, and these cells and their products 
invade the posterior lobe, or .pars nervosa, when the 
gland is active. The lecture was copiously illustrated 
by convincing lantern slides. 


PARKLIAMENTARY. 
In the House of Commons, on Wednesday, March Ist 


CoLoNEL Hatt WALKER’s Girt. 


On the supplementary estimate of £50,600 for the 
Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. Acland explained that the Vote was connected 
with the purchase of Col. Hall Walker’s stud. Last 
October the member for Widnes offered to sell two pro- 
perties—one at Tully, county Kildare, and the other at 
Russley Park, ten miles south-east of Swindon—and to 
make the Government a present of the horses they con- 
tained—two stallions, thirty brood mares, ten yearling 
fillies, twenty foals, and eight horses in training, to- 
gether with cattle, fodder, utensils, and furniture, so 
that the Government might be in possession of a first- 
class breeding establishment for horses. The gift was 
accepted principally on military grounds. During the 
war it would be managed by the Board of Agriculture. 

The po apart from the horses, had been 
valued by Mr. Trustram Eves at £65,625 ; while the 
horses had been valued by Capt. Greer, senior Steward 
of the Jockey Club, at £74,000, that being held to 
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be their value before the war. He was informed that 
the stud included two stallions which Capt. Greer 
valued at £10,000 and £15,000 respectively, and among 
the mares were several animals worth £1,000 each. 
Capt. Greer had undertaken to act as director of the 
stud, without remuneration, during the war. It was 
not, however, ible at the present time to run any 
breeding establishment at a profit. Arrangements had 
to be made whereby some of the horses could be tested 
on racecourses. That would be done by leasing them, 
and seven of the two-year-olds had been leased to 
Lord Lonsdale on condition that he paid the expenses 
of their training and racing and handed to the Govern- 
ment half of what they might win, after paying 
expenses. (Laughter.) 

r. R. M’Neill: Will they run in Lord Lonsdale’s 
colours or the Prime Minister’s. 

Mr. Acland replied that they would carry Lord 
Lonsdale’s colours ; but there was a very small chance of 
winning big races in these times. Tt was intended 
gradually to transform the existing stud into one 
rimarily fit for the production of Army horses. 
(Hear, hear.) 

A NATIONAL Stub. 


It had been found absolutely necessary that this 
oy should start, as every Continental country had 
started, a system for breeding horses which the Army 
needed. This pitt would take the country a long way on 
that path, and make the arrangements much easier. 
He believed that some persons might object. Person- 
ally he regarded racing as a very low form of sport. 
(Cries of “Oh!”) Sport ought to combine physical 
skill with some element of danger and uncertainty. 
Skill and danger were exercised purely vicariously with 
horse-racing. With regard to racing, from the point of 
view of betting, he did not think it could be regarded as 
a sport at all—it was something entirely useless to the 
country from every point of view. 

But if they were to have a Government stud of 
thoroughbred horses, they must be trained and tried as 
race horses, so that their stamina might be tested. B 
some way the Government must connect itself wit 
racing. (Hear, hear.) The ssion of this stud was 
not intended to interfere with the Government horse- 
breeding scheme already established in Ireland. 

Sir F. Cawley (R. stwich), objected em od toa 
transaction into which the Government had been 
bounced by Mr. Chaplin. 

Sir T. Esmonde (N., Wexford, N.) thought the estab- 
lishment of this stud in Ireland was an excellent step, 
and he would be very glad to see other owners actuated 
the same liberal spirit as actuated Col. Hall Walker. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Burdett-Coutts (U., Westminster), as a breeder of 
horses for thirty years, was of opinion that it would 
take many years to breed from these high-class 
——— the class of good light draft horses that 
would be useful to the country. 

Mr. Butcher (U., York), congratulated the Govern- 
ment on having made a most admirable bargain for the 
nation. He was not in the least shocked at the idea of 
the Government receiving stakes which were fairly won 
at one of the most honourable sports we had in this 
country. 

Mr. Hogge (R., Edinburgh, E.) contended that the 
House should have been consulted at an earlier date 
about the conditions of acceptance of the offer. A 
large proportion of the stud were racehorses, and the 
present system of racing did not produce horses of 
stamina. (Cries of “No.”) The a race in this 
country was four furlongs and under. (Cries of “ No.”) 

Mr. M‘Neill (U., St. eons ote Does my hon. 






: Yes. They are two-year-olds, and as 


Mr. H 
(Laughter). He 


wise at their sport as we are at ours. 
moved to reduce the vote by £100. 
Mr. Acland, replying to the questions raised in the 
discussion, said that the Government had reason to 
believe that if the generous gift had not been accepted 
by them many of the valuable horses would have een 
exported after sale. The War Office, when they were 
freer, would take control of the stud, as they knew best 
the kind of horses they wanted. The arrangement for 
leasing horses to Lord Lonsdale was only for one year. 
The amendment was negatived, and the vote was 
agreed to. 
Foot-anp-Mouts Diskase. 


In the House of Commons. 


Mr. Acland (in reply to a question by Mr. Pollock 
concerning the restrictions affecting parts of War- 
wickshire, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Worcester- 
shire, and Northamptonshire, imposed by the Board’s 
recent Order.) The restrictions in question were 
on the 14th inst. im as a matter of precau- 
tion, it having been ascertained that certain 
calves which had been removed from the premises near 
Wells, Somerset, shortly before foot-and-mouth disease 
had been found to exist thereon, had been disposed of 
by a cattle dealer who trades both at Banbury and at 
Stratford-on-Avon, and that the dealer had on his home 
meg near Kineton, Warwickshire two calves ex- 
ibiting symptoms suspicious of that disease. By the 
22nd inst. the veterinary officers of the Board had 
become satisfied that none of the calves under suspicion 
were affected with foot-and-mouth disease, and the 
restrictions were accordingly removed. It will, I think 
be generally admitted that the circumstances justified 
the action taken, notwithstanding the local incon- 
venience which it inevitably entailed. I am glad to be 
in a position to inform the House that there has been no 
outbreak of the disease other than that on the premises 
near Wells. 





Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 


At the Keighley Borough Police Court, on Tuesday, 
Feb. 29th, before the Mayor, presiding, Mr. S. Paget, 
and Mr. R. Edmondson 

Charles Aspinall, of Greenhouse Farm, Keighley, was 
summoned by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
for having used the title ef veterinary surgeon while 
not registered. 

Mr. H. Laycock pointed out that the penalty was £20. 
For some considerable time past the defendant had ad- 
vertised himself as a veterinary surgeon, both in a local 
newspaper and on cards. On November 16 last he was 
engaged to break in a foal, and on his receipt for the 
10s. paid, the signature was “Charles Aspinall, v.s.” 

Mr. Joseph Harrison, who had come under subpcena, 
and said he gave his evidence very much against his 
wish, spoke to the engagement of the defendant and to 
the business card which the defendant left on his desk. 

Mr. Laycock said that on the previous day the de- 
fendant called upon him and admitted that he had ad- 
vetised himself as qualified although he was not. 

The defendant, who said he would leave himself 
entirely in the hands of the Bench, was fined 10s. and 
costs.— The Keighley News. 

(‘* War time’”’ fine ?) 





An inquest was held at Lewes on 4th inst. on Albert 
Crowhurst, the last of the old-fashioned dip candle 
makers in Sussex. He had been employed by Messrs. 
J. Broad & Sons for fifty years, that firm keeping up the 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 19 ll 13 


1914 ... dais sée éée ae eee eee oss 13 16 
Corresponding Week in 1918 ... | .. oie ian ae aod ed a 20 21 
1912 ... eon ed vee — oon eee 26 ove 4 


85 











Total for 8 weeks, 1915 ee | ag GPR. 130 


1914 ... we wb =e Fa a ies 121 199 
Corresponding period in {3918 on asia os 2 28 dnt ae 23 200 209 
 -_ 1 1 o06 as oce _— 63 161 161 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 21, 1916 
Nots.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only * As Diseased or Exposed to Infectiun 












































Donations to R.C.V.S. | OBITUARY aii 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary | sing any ‘Siem Poe y oe vag 19, Stourclifie 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- ‘ Graduated, Edin : April, 1880. 
ing donations for 1916 to the College funds :— i ii athe Oe pad rpm ’ 
Mr. G. Mayall, Bolton a ee 
Capt. J. Scott Bowden, Whitehaven 
Mr. F. G. Edwards, Chester 
Mr. P. Snaith, Bishop Auckland 
Mr. W. L. Cockburn, Liverpool 
Mr. R. Moore, Treorchy, Glam. 
as Exmouth 

. H. E. Irwin 
Mr. H. J. Dawes 
Amount previously acknowledged 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Orrice, Lonpon, S8.W. 
| Extracts from London Gazette, 

Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, Mar, 2. 
Reeuiar Forces. ArMy VETERINARY CoRPs. 


; Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts.:—G. 8. Thornewill 
a 18); R. W. MacDonald, A. R. Younie (Feb. 19); 
. Buie, G. P. Hayter, A. E. Bailey (Feb. 20). 
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Mar. 3 
CORRESPONDENCE. | To be temp. Lieut. :—R. 8. Pethick (Feb. 21). 


Tr Mar. 4. 


Dear Sir,—May I point out the extreme importance of ¥ , al _ Mar. 6. 
the Council of the R.C.V.S., and every member of the | Temp. Lieut. T. V. Simpson relinquishes his commn. on 
same, doing all in their power to secure the half-rateon | _ termination of en ment (Feb. a 
our motor licenses? The coming Budget is likely to in- | To be temp. Lieut. :—B. McMahon (Feb. 22). 
crease them to such an extent as to make running a car Mar. 7. 
prohibitive. If we let grass grow under our feet, the new! The dates of promotion of the following Lieuts. to be 
concessions, which are sure to be given to doctors, will be | Capts. are as now stated, and not as in Gazette of 
most certainly withheld from us, and many of us will have | Feb. 1 :—P. S. Sparling (Sept. 19); R. Chown (Sept. 22). 
to lay our machines up. Let us insist that we be treated | . , 
as our brother medicos, and not slighted by County Council | To be temp. Lieut. :—J. Lawther (Feb. 23). 


clerks, as we are at present. . _ _Mar. 8. 
Now is the time As act: let us all write to our Council — Lieut. to be temp. Capt. :—T. B. Bindloss (Jan. 


and to our local M.Ps. Numbers and unity are very useful | 21). ; 
in such questions. It will be far,easier to get our rights To be temp. Lieut. :—S. E. Boulter (Feb. 25). 
now than when the extra duty becomes law. If our! , ‘ 
Council had acted with ordinary foresight we should now| TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
be enjoying all the privileges of the sister profession. Mar. 4. 
Remember the golden rule: ‘‘A stitch in time saves| The dates of promotion of the following Capts. are as 
nine.”’— Yours faithfully, Ww stated against their names, and not as announced in 
Brouncy, Hereford Road mu. WALKER, M.R.C.V.8. | Qazette of Feb. 26:—G. W. Bloxome (Aug 5); H. H. 
" eoeate March 8th | Lord (Aug. 6); F. B. Ditmas (Aug. 7) ; y acer, W. 
page, ; Aitkin (Aug. 8); P. S. Thierry (Au 9); A. H. Adams, 
_, [The matter is governed by the recently amended Finance | J, R. Crane (Aug. 19); J. Sheffield, F. Hopkin, H. C. 
‘Act: not even C.C. clerks have power to override that. Taylor (Aug. 20); D. H. Rylands, J. A. G. Gosling, J. 
The issue must be fought in the House of Commons. } Southall (Aug. 22) ; C. Taylor (Aug. 25); L. A. F. Daw- 











414 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 11, 1916 





son a . 26); H. Sumner, H. McD. Paul (Aug. 29); 
W. T. Olver (Aug. 30); A. J. Beckett (Aug. 31); J.C. 
Gaunt {Sert. 1); J. Cameron Ot. 3); R. J. Sargent, 
C. W. ‘ownsend, R. L. Armour, H. Newton, B. J. * 
A. Mackenzie (Sept. 5); B. H. Benson os a 6); F.B. 
Greer (Sept. 9); G. G. Sooby, G. M. Vincent, W. F. 
Wilson (Sept. 12); R. Bryden (Sept. 14): A. S. Chis- 
holm, R. C. Matthews (Sept. 19); A. H. Watson a. t. 
22); J. Cunningham, C. Holland (Sept. 23); W. K 
Townson (Sept. 25) ; E. E. C. Maclachlan, J. W. H. D. 
ae (Sept. 30) ; J. Donaldson, J. F. Player (Oct. Vs 
T. 5. Green (Oct. 2); W. F. Garside (Oct. 3); H. D. 
. F. Taylor (Oct. 7); A. H. Leyland, 
Sheffield (Oct. 10); F. Bradley (Oct. 
17); J ns (Oct. 18) ; J. M. McMaster (Oct. 24) ; 
Oct. 27); J. A. Craft (Oct. 29); W. H. 
0 ; R. Simpson, T. Craig (Nov. 6) - Ed. 
Laine (Nov. 12): J. R. Green (Nov. 15) ; S. G. Howard 
‘ay 19); J. Bell (Nov. 21); G.O. Ogden (Nov. 27) ; 

R. H. Woodcock (Nov. 28); F.J. Richmond (Nov. 
30) ; G. C. Robertson, V.S. M. Cope (Dec. 23); W. P.S. 

wards = 1); H. A. Thorne (Jan. 2); W. G. Darling 
abe - Daly (Jan, 13); D. Keir, G. Atkinson (Jan. 
20); R. A. Edwards (Jan. 22); J. Spruell (Feb. 2); J. 
Martin Pr. 10); C. E. W. Bryan (Feb. 11); J. P. 
Heath, E. F. Angler (Feb. 13); A.C. Burton (Feb. 27). 

Mar. 6. 

Lieut. W. Wordley is removed from the T.F. for absence 

without leave (March 7). 


Sparrow (Oct. 5) ; 
J.C. Storie, W. L. 


Mar. 7. 
Capt. 8. J. Williams to be Asst. Dir. of Vet. Services, 
and granted temp. rank of Major whilst so employed 


(Feb. » 
Capt. J. E. L. Still to be Asst. Dir. of Vet. Services, and 
ey in rank of Major whilst so empioyed 
eb. 14). 





Death reported from Oversea :—Cpt. W. J. Jones, 5633 





The A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 


Dear Sir,—I have pleasure in forwarding further lists 
of subscriptions and gifts of warm garments, etc., 


received, which [ trust a will be able to find space for. 


in this week’s issue of The Veterinary Record. 

I also enclose one or two extracts from letters recently 
received, which will shew how greatly appreciated the 
comforts have been by our men on active service during 
the recent severe weather.— Yours truly, 

ADELAIDE M. Moore. 

Strathyre, Parsifal Road, 

Hampstead, N.W. 





Mr. F. Henson Gibbings, Nottingham ee. 
Mr. William Roots 3 6 
Lieut.-Col. R. L. Cranford, A.V.S. 210 0 
Mr. J. McKinna, Huddersfield se 
Mrs. G. A. Banham, Cambridge 110 0 
£24 5 0 

per Lieut.-Col. F. C. Stratton, A.V.S., Edin- 
88 1l 7 


burgh, collected 


Further Parcels received to March 8th. 


Parcel— postmark “Newington,” No name; 17 prs: 
socks, 2 mufflers, 3 helmets, 3 prs. mittens. 
Mrs. John Blakeway : mittens. 

St. Alban’s Working Party (1st parcel): shirts, mufflers. 
(2nd parce!): mufflers, mittens, magazines, etc. 
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea Working Party—per Mrs. Kel- 

lett : Socks, mufflers, caps, mittens. 
Miss Hinxman: Mittens. Mrs. Bolton : Socks. 
Mrs. Robson (Laurencekirk) : Socks, mufflers. 
Mrs. J. Blakeway (2nd parcel) : Socks, mittens, muffler. 
Mr. G. R. Edwards, F.R.c.v.s. : Socks. 
Miss Henderson : Socks. 
Mrs. Barber (Brewood): Mufflers, helmets, mittens, 


socks. 
Mr. Charles Sheather, F.R.c.v.s. : Socks. 
Mrs. Leckie : Shirts, socks, mittens, gloves, mufflers. 


per Mr. W. Moore be Misses , Miss Trigg, 
= Cook, Miss Mason): Muffler, cuffs, mittens, 
socks. 
per Mrs. Ware pom Mr. F. Ware, C.V.D., India, 
te parcel): Flannel shirts, mufflers, helmets, socks, 
ts. 
Miss Mangeeges (Ayr): Socks. 
r Mrs. Moscrop : Socks, mufflers. 


rs. Abson : Mittens. 
per Mrs. Rutherford: Mrs. K. Lees, and Mrs. Fowler, 


14 prs. Socks. 

Mrs. F. Hibbard (Bexley): 1st parcel—- Mittens, helmet, 
muffler, socks ; 2nd parcel—Helmets. 

Mrs. Davenport : Gloves. 

r Miss Queripel: Mrs. G Barrett (Romford), Parcel. 

Mrs Fearnside : Socks, mittens. 

Mrs Baird (Edinburgh) : 50 prs Socks. 

Mrs. Dunkin (Canterbury): Mittens, socks, mufflers, 
waistcoat. 

per Mrs. Collins: President and Members St. Rollox 
a Unionist Association (Glasgow), 11 prs. 
ry 8. 


Extracts from letters received. 


Very many thanks for the bale of comforts received 
for the N.C Os. and men of this Hospital (No. 19). 
They were very much appreciated, and arrived just in 
time to be distributed before the severe snowstorm 
which we have just had. I further wish to acknow- 
ledge the receipt and to thank you for a box of books, 
stationery, etc., which has also arrived. 





Many thanks, indeed, for the comforts which arrived 
here correct. We are having a spell of cold windy 
weather, and the men were very keen on getting the 
mufflers, mittens, etc. The unfavoured, I am 
would very much appreciate such articles if you 
arrange to send further supplies. We are in a 
bleak spot, and seem to get all the rain, wind and cold 
there is about. 

in, thanking you and yeur kind helpers on behalf 
of the men. 





On behalf of my section, 1 beg to offer you and all 
our kind lady friends our sincere appreciation for all 





March 1916. 
Further Contributions received to March 8th :-— 
ee | 
Per Major H. Kirby, proceeds Sergeants’ Mess 
ist Drive 110 0 
Major P. J. Harris, A.V.C. 0 0 
per Col. Queripel oo Capt. A. R. Rout- 
ledge, A.V.C., T.F.; proceeds Concert), 
Huntingdon 3 3 0 
Mrs. Rutherford, Anonymous 10 0 
iss Harper, Nonington, collected 100 
per Col. Queripel (from Capt. A. R. Rout- 
ledge, A.V.C., T.F.: proceeds Boxing 
Tournament), Huntingdon 400 
From Mr. J. W. ter, M.R.C.v.s., Romford 10 6 
Mr. M. G. Byerley, F.Rx.c.v.s., Greenwich ‘3 © 
es nag . Gibbin Tavistock 10 6 
per Mrs. Shipley: Miss Duff, Miss B. Harri- 
son 15 0 





your kindness and gifts to us. I receive the roll of 





Be ae pret tet Ss et ew! 
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weekly papers regularly, and we all enjoy them—par- 
ticularly as we happen to be at present a long distance 


from any town. 


I must express to you the thanks of the N.C.Os. and 
men of this section for the articles—socks, mufflers, 
gloves, mittens, etc, just received. It has been a 
Jeasure to distribute these, and note the appreciation 
with which they were received. 


I once more beg to acknowledge receipt of parcels of 
comforts from you. This will perhaps be the last time 
I can express the thanks of this section, as I am takin 
over another unit shortly. If the new C.O. is trea’ 
only half as generously as you have treated me, he will 
have no cause for complaint, and he will certainly he 
unable to be more grateful than myself for all the 
comforts sent to the men in my care. 


I wish to thank very much all the kind people who 
subscribe to the Army Veterinary Corps Comfort Fund. 
The men are delighted with their presents, which are, in 
my opinion, exactly what they require. 


Collected hy Lieut.-Col. F. C. Stratton, A.D.V.S., 
Scottish Command. 


J. Aitken, Junr., Dalkeith 
W. Anderson, Keith 
J. Andrew, Paisley 
J. Baird, Dumfries 
Wm. Bannatyne, Haddington 
P. Bell, Falkirk 
J. Beattie, Longside 
Lieut. N. Brear, A.v.c. 
Jas. Borthwick, Kirkliston 
. Kilwinning 
J. Brown (F), Invergordon 
Capt. C. R. Chadwick, a.v.c, rT r., Stirling 
D. Clark, Kincardine 
R. H. Connochie, St. Boswell’s 
T. D. Connochie, Galashiels 
J.M. Cuthbert, Dalbeattie 
T. A. Douglas, Kilmarnock 
Mrs. J. A. Fearnside, Ballachulish 
Mrs. W. M. Ferguson, Dundee 
W. G. Forbes, Kilmarnock 
ir, Conon Bridge, Ross-shire 
i Dundee 

T. Gilchrist, Wishaw 

i Ayr 

. Gofton, A.v.c. 

Capt. D. Hamilton, a.v.c., T F., 
Jas. Henderson, Edinburgh 
Lieut. W. Hepburn, a.v.c., T.F. (R,) Aberdeen 
Lieut. J. W. Hopkin, a.v.c., T.F. 
W. F. Houston, Paisley 
And. Hume, Haddington 
Major E. D. Johnson, A.v.c., T.F. 
J. Ker, Peebles 
J. Lindsay, Dumfries ° 
A. I. McCallum, sp., Edinburgh 
J. MeDougall, Helensburgh 
A. H. McDongall, Glasgow 
D. McFarlane, Doune 
Lieut. J. D. McGregor, A.v.c., T.F. 
Lieut. J. G. McGregor, a.v.c.. T.F., Greenock 
7 W. A. McGregor, a.v.c., T.F., Ayr 
L McLaren, Brechin 
Lieut. D. G. McLeod, a.v.c., T.F., Rutherglen 
Wm. Moodie, Rothesay 

Menzies, Greenock 
Lieut.-Col. G. A. A. Oliver, a.v.p. 
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Blair Atholl 

And. Pender, Lockerbie 

J.D. Pottie, Greenock 

J.G. Reynard, Perth 

J. N. Reynard, Manuel 

Wm. Robb (F.), Gl w 

S. Robson, Edinburg’ 

Wm. Robertson, Kirkintilloch 

J. B. Russell, Forres 

Lieut. J. H. D. Sarjeant, a.v.c., 7.F., Edin. 
R. Scott, Hawick 

Wm. Skinner, Oldmeldrum 
Lieut. J. Sommerville, A.v.c., T.F., 
Lieut. J. F. Taylor, a.v.c., T.P. 

J. Taylor, Edinburgh 
Lieut. D. Weir, a.v.c., T.F., 
Mrs. D. Weir, Ayr 

Major A. Wilson, a.v.c., T.F, 
P. Wilson, Lanark 

H. W. Robson, 
A.S. Wallace, Arbroath 

pro A. Gofton (F.), Edinburgh 

N.C.Os. and Men, Station V. Hosp., Stirling 
Lient. J. F. Macintyre, a.v.c., T.F., Glasgow 


A. Panton, 


Glasgow 


Ayr 
Edinburgh 


Laurencekirk 
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Alleged unsound meat at Lewisham: con- 
flicting evidence— Dismissed. 


After two postponements the case of the meat sup- 
plied to the Military Hospital at Lewisham came on 
at the Greenwich Police-court. Mr. Symmons, the 
magistrate, sat specially in one of the courts. 

Mr. Alfred Knight, butcher, of 74 Springbank Road, 
Lewisham, was summoned at the instance of the 
Borough Council of Lewisham in respect to two legs 
of mutton and a piece of beef supplied under a con- 
tract to the Lewisham Military Hospital, which were 
alleged to be unsound and unfit for food. For the 
see Mr. A. H. Poyser, whilst Mr. H. A. Wood- 

ouse and Mr. Ricketts were for the defendants, tegether 
—— by the Incorporated Society of London Meat 

es, 

Mr. Poyser, for the prosecution, said there were two 
charges in respect of meat delivered on the same day, 
December 8th, under section 47 of the Public Health 
Act, 1891. Mr. Knight seemed to think he was being 
charged with intentionally and deliberately forcing un- 
sound meat on the hospital authorities, but this was 
not at all the case, the simple issue being concerned 
with the supply of meat held to be unsound. The sum- 
monses were issued under the Public Health Act, which 
under section 47, did not uire that there should be 
anything “intentional,” but insisted that butchers and 
contractors should regard themselves as being in a pos- 
ition in which they must protect the public by thei 
vigilance. 

or convenience, first consideration was given to the 
two legs of mutton. 

Mr. John Alfred Kempster Cooper, the sanitary 
inspector of Lewisham, said he went to the Military 
Hospital on December 8th, at 10.15 in the morning. 
His attention was called to the meat, which had recently 
been delivered. He saw two legs of mutton, weighin 
about 16]b. The mutton was sodden. The a 
muscle was of a dirty grey colour. The connective 
tissues had been washed out, probably owing to bad de- 
frosting. The muscle was in a state of putrefaction. 
The meat was quite unsound and unfit for food, in his 
opinion. He held certificates as to meat i ion, 
and was herefore qualified to pass judgment on the 






























































condition of the meat. He informed the medical officer 
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of health and also called the contractor's man who ad- 
mitted having delivered the meat, and witness advised 
him to fetch Mr. Knight. Subsequently, the meat was 
taken before the magistrate and condemned. 

Although re-examined very closely for a considerable 
— witness maintained that the meat was bad and 
unfit. 


The Bench: Have you seized meat before!—No. I 
have been called in to condemn meat on many occasions 
when butchers notify the Council. 

For how long !—Nearly 14 years in Lewisham. 

Would you say this was a bad, mild, or an average 
case in your experience ‘—It is not an outrageous case. 
It is perhaps a case about the average. 

Do you think it consistent that the mutton might 
have the day before you saw it been good ?—Yes, it 
might have been wholesome then. 

r. W. J. Monk, acting quartermaster at the Military 
Hospital, said the mutton smelt offensive. It was very 
wet and discoloured. He was epee when the medical 
officer of health examined it. He could not say whether 
a skewer was stuck in the meat. 

By Mr. Woodhouse : He would not have accepted the 
meat himself. He thought the condition was due more 
or less to the weather. He did not wipe it, though 
wiping, of course, would remove the wet. 

not the smell, which is entirely superficial, go 
after wiping !—Yes, in most cases. 

he Bench: How long have you been at this job !— 
Fourteen years. 

Have you always been examining meat supplies !— 


es. 

As to the smell: there is a smell sometimes, though 
meat may be wholesome ?— Yes. 

Adjutant James, of the R.A.M.C., said it was amongst 
his duties to examine the meat. The mutton was bad. 
It had a dirty-grey colour and was very offensive and 
slimy. It was absolutely unfit for foed. 

Mr. Woodhouse: What experience have you had of 
meat inspection }—I have been inspecting meat at the 
hospital since June Ist. 

id you look into the meat :—No, I did not cut it. 

Do you know another portion of the consi 
rejected one day and accepted the next ?—No, I know 
nothing about that. 

You rejected seven legs of mutton that morning !— 
Not myself. 

Did Ban) see the seven rejected legs?—Yes. They 
were Offensive. 

But do you know they came back and were consumed 
the next day ?—I do not know that. 

Lieut. Jones said he inspected the mutton. There 
were several legs. The two in question were dirty, wet, 
slimy, smelly, and, in his opinion, unfit for food. 

Cross-examined : He had had a good experience of 
frozen meat, and the supolies sent to the hospital were 
always fairly good. 

Major E. 8S. Toogood, M.R.c.8., who holds the Diploma 
of Public Health, and is in charge of the Military Hos- 
pa stated that he saw the meat and agreed that it was 

—dirty, wet, slimy, and smelt offensively. I[t was 
unfit for the food of any man. They had to be pony 
careful, of course, but this: meat was not good for any- 
body to eat. 

ross-examined : Before the war he was the doctor at 
the infirmary, and had had 30 years’ experience. On the 
same day he rejected seven legs which were received the 
next day. The contractor said it was due to climatic 
conditions. 

The mutton contract requires that the mutton must 
be de-frosted !—Yes. 

It must be sent soft !—Yes. 

Mr. Woodhouse : What of those two legs !—I had no 





ment was" 





The Bench: Why do you say meat that the man in 
the street would call bad is “junfit” 1—Because it could 
cause injurious symptoms. Some people, of course, 
might be able to eat meat without any ill-effects. 

r. Harris, the medical officer of health and public 
analyst for Lewisham, had had considerable experience 
in the inspection of meat, and was one of the examiners 
of the Sanitary Institute—as was Prof. Wooldridge: 
This mutton was unsound, as any ordinary housewife 
would instantly have seen. The mutton was badly de- 
frosted, which would produce a condition rendering it 
liable to putrefaction. Great care was necessary in the 
de-frosting process. The muscle was abnormal in colour 
and indicative of putrefaction. The odour and a r- 
ance in themselves were sufficient, without any probing, 
to warrant the seizure. 
The Bench: Could this be regarded merely as “high?” 
—No. It had gone beyond that a. 
. It ought not to be packed ?—No, but should be kept 
ung. 

Mr. Woodhouse: Would cooking remove the injurious 
effects?—No. It would not destroy the toxin produced 
by the bacteria. Some people, by reason of personal 
idiosyncracy, might eat such meat and not be harmed. 
This is a clear case in which the meat was unfit. It was 
not necessary to cut into it even. 
Cross-examined : In the last year he had not con- 
demned any meat except this, and during the last fifteen 
years none. 
Excepting yourself, can you say who is more compe- 
tent than Prof. Wooldridge to say whether meat is good 
or bad !—He is certainly the most comptent authority. 
When the military called you in to see the meat did 
you remark that you were between the devil and the 
~- sea 1—I might have said something of the sort. 

he Bench: You thought that to show 7 patriotism 
you ought to condemn the meat! (Loud laughter). 

Re-examined : How Fag account for the difference 
in your view and that of Mr. Knight’s expert !—I cannot, 
except that the meat had been put into cold store before 
Prof. Wooldridge saw it. 

Mr. Woodhouse: But even a few hours in cold storage 
would not make bad meat good !—No. 

By Mr. Poyser: Some conditions must have caused 
the difference. Meat in a low temperature would change 
because some of the bacteria would not thrive as ina 
warmer temperature. The most active temperature for 
the bacteria to grow in is 95° F., but this meat was, as 
said, in a temperature of about 40°. 

The Bench: Assume the meat to be bad. Why is it 
injurious? People eat game for instance !—The poison- 
ous chemical products of decomposed meat are exceed- 
ingly dangerous, but are not in the case of pheasants, 
etc. Birds show discolouration on the surface only. 
But high game is not without its dangers, especially to 


some people. 
THE DEFENCE. 


Sidney Thomas Robins, defendant’s foreman, said on 
December 7th he put together the meat required for the 
next day’s delivery to the Military Hospital. It in- 
cluded six legs of frozen mutton, which were laid ona 
board to be taken the next morning. It was about seven 
at night that he put them on the board. The legs had 
arrived from market that day. He took the consign- 
ment to the hospital. 

By Mr. Woodhouse: He had had eight years’ exper- 
ience, and was convinced that all the meat was . 

Had you washed the shelf referred to the night be- 
fore’—No; but it was washed some time during the 
“%, at dinner time. 

hen there was nothing on the shelf to make the meat 
go wrong!—No; but weather, of course, has great effect 
on meat. 








hesitation in declaring them to be unsound. 


Note. Mr. G. Hatton is wrongly described (p. 417). He 
is managing partner in the Griffin’s Meat Co. 
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years’ experience. On December 7th he sold six legs of 
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Was objection at once made to the condition of some 
of the meat !—Yes ; and I was told to stand outside. I 
was brought back an hour afterwards, when I was told 
to fetch Mr. Knight. I did not know that the meat was 
to be rejected. 

Was the meat when you saw it later, in the afternoon 
at -* shop in the same condition as when you delivered 
it Yes. 

Were the seven which were rejected good !— Yes. 

Was there no smell !—No. 

_ Or from the other two legs!—No. I could not smell 
anything wrong. 

nd about the weather !—It was raining when I took 
the meat. 

Was the meat flabby ‘—Just as ordinary is mutton 
when it has been de-frosted. 

Re-examined : The seven legs alluded to were English, 
not frozen. 

Mr. Knight, the defendant, said he had been in busi- 
ness at Springbank Road for 16 years. He had been a 
butcher since he was 12 years of age. He never before 
had been summoned for such an offence. He bought 
the legs of mutton in question on the previous day, 
Semeber 7th, in the Market, paying the ruling price 
for best quality frozen mutton. It was de-frosted, and 
in a perfectly good state. The meat, after the seizure, 
was put pending further examination in his cold store, 
which had a temperature of about 44 degrees. It was 
damp, as de-frosted meat was, especially in damp 
aerber. The meat, nevertheless, was perfectly sound 
and fit for food. As to the seven legs, they were re- 
turned, and the next morning he took them back him- 
self. Dr. Toogood indeed said the legs ought not to be 
cooked that day, as they were not thawed out. I replied 
they were English, and had never been frozen. He was 
surprised when reminded that they were the same legs 
as had the previous day been rejected. 

Do you agree with your man that the meat was in 
first-rate condition !— Yes. 

What is your explanation as to the statements of the 
hospital — that the smell was objectionable !—There 
was no smell. 

Smell would go away no doubt in a cold room !—If it 
went in with an offensive smell it would come out with 
the same offensive smell. 

oa you notice the colour and condition of the meat ? 
—Yes. 

Then you were thunderstruck when you heard the 
meat was condemned !—No. I regarded the condemna- 
tion as being an administrative duty by the magistrate, 
and had already arranged for an expert to come down 
to examine the meat. 

Replying to further questions, the defendant said 
no r meat had been rejected that week. Since he 
had held the contract there had been one or two rejec- 
tions. In one case Scotch beef was rejected on the 
ground that 1t was chilled, but as he could prove that it 
was Scotch it was subsequently accepted. He saw Dr. 
Toogood the next day, and he said, “I must alter the 
weather conditions,” and aes that time there had been 
no friction. Meat always a smell, and in this case 
he meant that there was no abrtormal smell. One re- 
jection because meat was alleged to be ewe instead of 
wether was subsequently accepted because here again he 

‘could give proof that he had delivered in strict accord- 
ance with the terms of the contract. 

By the Bench: He only bought these frozen legs on 
December 7th. The two legs were average quality. Of 
course they would look dull, having been de-frosted. 
He did not agree that these were any worse than the 


average. 

Mr. Geo. Hatton, employed by the Griffin Meat Co., 
an old-established Smithfield firm, spoke as to the sale 
of the neat to the defendant. Witness had had 25 
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frozen mutton. They were de-frosted and in a fairly 
ood condition according to the weather, though they did 

id not dry as theyshould becauseof thedampness. There 
was often a slight discolouration in bad weather with 
de-frested meat, and often a slight smell. If such meat 
were wiped it would be improved to some extent. When 
cooked the meat would be quite good. The meat was 
sold at a fair market price, and it was impossible for it 
to have got into the bad condition alleged. The meat 
when sold by his firm had been one day out of cold 
storage, and should have remained good for a week. 
Witness mentioned that he had had great experience, 
being surveyor of carcases for several authorities. - 

Cross-examined: Quite a thousand legs of mutton 
came before him daily. He did not, of course, smell 
each leg which was sold. The weather would affect the 
surface, but would not necessarily render meat unfit. 
Meat would have to be very bad before it would smell 
eer: All meat when de-frosted had a faint 
smell. 

By the Bench: If these particular legs had not been 
beught by Mr. Knight they would have remained in the 
market three or more days without deterioration, but 
would be hung and not lumped together on a shelf. 

Mr. A. C. Melluish, a member of the St. Marylebone 
Borough Council, Chairman of the Works Committee 
of the Borough, and President of the Incorporated 
Society of London Meat Trades, a prominent member of 
the meat trade, was called, and said the effect of weather 
on frozen mutton was noticeable on the day in question, 
it was so damp that water was trickling down the 
walls. He was called to see the mutton at Mr. Knight’s. 
He inquired where the meat had been kept overnight 
prior to delivery, and found that it was kept in readi- 
ness for despatch next morning. 

By Mr. Woodhouse: He saw the meat, and it was 
quite fit for food. Frozen meat did get discoloured 
when it commenced to thaw. 

Mr. Woodhouse: Would it take an expert to decide 
whether this meat were fresh !—Yes, because being of 
bad appearance rn ps make the ordinary person think 
it was not fresh an ~~ 

Cross-examined : It was not always possible to sa 
whether meat was bad without using the skewer. 
mere a examination was not enough. 

Mr. William Coggan said he had had forty-five years 
in the trade. He was for years a member of the Exam- 
ining Committee of the Sanitary Institute. He agreed’ 
with the evidence as to frozen meat, but would go further 
than Mr. Hatton. He had never yet seen an unsound 
joint of frozen meat. 

By Mr. Woodhouse: It was apt to get unsightly— 
most unsightly in certain circumstances, but it was not 
a proper test to condemn it on appearances. The only 
way was to put in a skewer or cut a piece away. 
Mr. Poyser: Then mutton which had been frozen 
never decomposed {—I don’t say that. I say that the 
meat is always sold before there is time for the meat to 
get unsound. 
By the Bench: There could be no decomposition until 
the whole of the frost had been got out of the meat. 
The frost had a preservative effect. 
Prof. Wooldridge, F.R.c.v.s., said he had had consider- 
able experience of meat. He saw the mutton at Mr. 
Knight's shop. The legs were soft and damp, and the 
cut ends discoloured from exposure. On manipulation 
they felt soft. There was no abnormal smell. He 
skewers in the legs, particularly close to the 
ne, but could discover no bad smell on the skewer 
afterwards. The smell was normal. 
By Mr. Woodhouse: It was quite sound, but it had 
been de-frosted too rapidly and that had caused its soft 
condition. The condensation of atmospheric moisture 
on a cold joint on a muggy day also tended to make the 





met wet. There was no evidence or sign of putrefac- 
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tion. It was sound and fit for human consumption. 
The fact that the meat had been kept in the store at 
Mr. Knight’s shop would not have taken away a bad 
smell. e only effect would have been to have pre- 
vented further deterioration. He could not indeed con- 
ceive how the meat could have been described as so bad 
as the seromengei alleged. When he made his examin- 
ation the meat was quite good. 

Cross-examined : He would not agree that the mutton 
was grey. His view was that it was brown. It was 
flabby, undeniably, but not objectionable. He would 
not flatly contradict the allegation that the meat smelt 
offensively when delivered at the hospital, but would 
certainly suggest that the witnesses had exaggerated. 
When he saw the meat there was no offensive smell. 
The odours must have been external or he would have 
smelt something when he inserted the skewer later in 
the day. The smell could not have come from the 
interior. 

For the defence, Mr. Woodhouse contended that the 
meat was not unsound. 

The Bench interposed with the suggestion that the 
summons should be amended and made to be in respect 
of “ unwholesome,” instead of “ unsound” meat. 

Mr. Woodhouse replied that there would be no end of 
dispute as to what was unwholesome. For example, to 
many people shell fish was most unwholesome, but no 
man could be convicted of buying things on the pre- 
mises which were not wholesome. 

Mr. Woodhouse urged that the Public Health authority 
and the military men were naturally prone to condemn 
food when there was a doubt. In this case, however, 





the expert evidence was undeniably in support of the 
defence that the meat was quite good. There was no- 








body in a better position than Prof. Wooldridge to say 
whether the meat was sound or not. At the lowest he 
contended that there was a doubt as to whether the 
meat was unsound. 

DISMISSED. 


In summing up, the magistrate said Mr. Knight had 
done nothing morally wrong except in permitting his 
servant to take the meat out which had not been | 
up the night before. If the meat had been consum 
by the patients at the hospital, or by anyone else, he 
was not quite sure it would have dene them any harm, 
but he did not think it would have been wise to have 

iven it to them. The doctor was quite right in reject- 
ing the meat, and, in consequence of the unscientific 
way it had been defrosted, and keeping it out of cold 
storage in the shop had produced a state in which the 
meat was. The hospital authorities would have been 
doing wrong to have allowed the meat to have been 
cooked. There was only a slight amount of negligence. 
In ordinary weather the meat would have kept fora 
fortnight. Without recording a conviction, he would, 
in the exercise of the wide discretion he had in these 
matters, dismiss the summons in reference to the mutton 
on payment of 20 guineas costs. The other summons 
was withdrawn.— Meat Trades’ Journal. 


[The foregoing abridged report of proceedings, al- 
though presenting little that is new in such cases, is an 
example of the kind of evidence that practitioners in 
connection with meat inspection may find themselves 
“up against” at any time. We are indebted to the 
courtesy of the Editor of The Meat Trades’ Journal for 
the use of their MS. report of the case.] 
















































































DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- Fe 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t | erasitic Swine Fever. 
|| _ Disease. ge. | 
F Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- | ont. | ani. | Sheer 
Period. breaks| mals. | Out- | Ani- fbreaks| mals.| 0).,| mais.) 50a2-| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks mals. ey é breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) (b) (b) () (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended March 4 | 16 | 18 1} 1) 68] 147] 4] 37 | a 
: 1916 = ww. | 17 -| «17 t |t 7 55 206 
Composting 1914... | 28 | 2 |] 4 | 34 3/ 12] 52] 101] 3] 63 | 506 
ae ws Ot € 4 5] 69! 1381 1 35 327 
Total for 10 weeks, 1916 i --. | 1383 | 146 1 24 14 45} 850 2140] 136 791 2380 
i! | 
’ 1915 =... |. 172 | _ 192 7} nit it 114] 746 | 3043 
a 1914S... | 191 | 205 9 | 65 22| 59] 801/| 1519} 119] 550 | 5021 
asmnenianes 1913 ~—... | 127 | 141 35 | 105} 817/|1767) 92] 337 | 3804 



































} The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 7, 1916. 


from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 
+ Counties affected, animals attacked :—Kent 1. 




















] Outbreaks l 
IRELAND. Week ended March 4 i | ein ae pe 12 8 36 
ge ee | a | te ee 2 10 8 14 
Corresponding Week in { 1914 ... | ... | So Ge sa 1 an 10 10 44 
19138 eae ee 1 17 . | = 
Total for 10 weeks, 1916 mie 1 5 oak — ra 18 154 44 141 
1915 ... aon ~~ res ran pa pr 10 141 47 262 
Correspending period in ; 1914 ... ven ‘ips 2 | 241 a ins 25 228 44 268 
1918 ... ile ees ‘ine } 65 184 36 179 
































Department of iculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, March 6, 1916. 


Nerz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As diseased or Exposed to Infection 


~~ sete 12 (ek 





